2gi            THE TYPE-PROBLEM IN POETRY
For a certain period the Grail symbol clearly fulfilled
these demands, and to this circumstance its living1 efficacy
was due, which, as the example of Wagner shows, is even
to-day not exhausted, although our age and our psychology
are urgent for its solution.
Official Christianity, therefore, absorbed certain Gnostic
elements   which   were   manifesting   themselves   in   the
psychology of the service of woman, and found a place
for them in an intensified worship of Mary,    From an
abundance of equally interesting material I have selected
the Lorettian Litany as a familiar example of this assimila-
tion process.   This assimilation into the general Christian
symbol dealt a death-blow to the service of woman, which
was really a swelling bud in the process of soul-culture
for man.    His soul, which expressed itself in the image
of the chosen mistress, lost its individual expression in
this translation into the general symbol   Consequently the
possibility of an individual differentiation was also lost;
it was inevitably repressed by the collective expression.
Such deprivations always tend to have bad results, and
in this case they soon became apparent.    For, in so far
as  the  soul relation to woman was expressed in  the
collective Virgin worship, the image of woman  lost  a
value to which human nature has a certain natural claim, .-
This value, for which only individual choice can provide
a natural expression, relapses into the unconscious when
the individual is replaced by a collective expression,    In
the unconscious the image of woman now receives an
energic value which in its turn activates certain infantile
-   archaic dominants \
The relative depreciation of the real woman is thus
compensated by daemonic impulses, since all unconscious
contents, in so far as they are activated by split off sums
1 For further references to this process cl Jung, Psychology of
Unconscious Processes, ch. xiv (Collected Papers, 1917).